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ORDINANCE OF THE VILLAGE OF CAMDEN, MICHIGAN
REGULATING SOLICITORS, PEDDLERS, HAWKERS ETC.

"AN ORDINANCE REGULATING SOLICITORS, PEDHLEES,
HAWKERS, ITINERANT MERCHANTS OR TRANSIENT
VENDERS OF MERCHANDISE IN THE VILLAGE OF CAMDEN,
MICHIGAN: DECLARING IT TO BE A NUISANCE FOR
THOSE ENGAGING IN SUCH PURSUITS TO GO_IN OR UPON
PRIVATE PRESIDENCES WITHOUT HAVING B REQUESTED
OR INVITED TO DO SO: REPEALING ALL,ORDINANCES IN
. CONFLICT ‘HEREWITH,™ "' &% . '

SECTION 1. BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE VILLAGE OF
CAMDEN, MICHIGAN, in legal session convened that the practice
of going in and upon private residences in the VILLAGE OF
CAMDEN, MICHIGAN By solicitors, peddlers, hawkers, itinerant
merchants or transient vendors of merchandise not having been
requested or invited so to do by the owner or owners, occupant
or occupants of said private residences for the purpose of
soliciting orders for the sale of goods, wares and merchandise
and/or disposing of and/or peddling or hawking the same is
declared to be a nuisance and punishable as such nuisance as

a misdemeanor. /

SECTION 2, BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED ETC., that any person violat-
ing the provisions of this ordlnance shall upon convietion
thereof be fined not more than $100,00 or imprisoned not more
than 30 days or both fined d-imprisoned in the discretion of
the Court.
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SECTION 3. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED ECT., that the provisions
of this ordinance shall not apply to the sale, or soliciting
of order for the sale, of milk, dairy products, vegetables,
poultry, eggs and other farm and garden produce so far as the
sale of the commodities named herein is now authorized by law.

. SECTION 4, BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED ETC., that it being deemed
by the Council of the VILLAGE OF CAMDEN, MICHIGAN that an
emergency exists, this ordinance shall go into effect
immediately upon its passage.

SECTION 5, BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED ETC., that all ordinances or
parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed,
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Attest:

/é; % 2y L /

Introduced and passed at the regular meeting of the Village
Council on November 9, 1965
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AN
MSEEE ORDINANCE ON SOLICITORS AND CANVASSERS

An Ordinance Defining, Regulating and Licensing
Solicitors and Canvassers and Providing Penalties
for the Violations thereof

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE VILLAGE OF CAMDEN, MICHIGAN.

Section 1. Permit and License Required. It shall be unlawful
for any solicitor or canvasser as defined in Section 2 of this ordinance
to engage in such business within the corporate limits of the Village of
Camden without first obtaining a permit and license therefor in compli-
ance with the provision of this ordinance.

Section 2, Definition. A canvasser or solicitor is defined as
any individual, whether resident of the Village of Camden or not, travel-
ing either by foot, wagon, automobile, motor truck, or any other type of
conveyance, from place to place, from house to house, or from street to
street, taking or attempting to take orders for sale of goods, wares and
merchandise, personal property of any nature whatsoever for future deliv-
ery, or for services to be furnished or performed im the future, whether
or not such individual has, earries or exposes for sale a sample of the
subject of such sale or whether he is collecting advance payments on such
sales or not, provided that such definition shall include any person who,
for himself, or for another person, firm, or corporation, hires, leases,
uses, or occupies any building, structure, tent, reilroad box car, boat,
hotel room, lodging house, apartment, shop, or any other place within the
Village for the sole purpose of exhibiting samples and taking orders for
future delivery.

r Section 3. Tpplicatlon. Applicants for permit and license under
this oxrdinance must file with the Village Clerk a sworn application in
writing {in’ dupllcate) on a form to oe rurnisned by the Village Clerk,
; -whlch 'shall give the following information:
g / ?f
(a) Name and description of the applicant
Ebg Permanént home address and full local address of the applicant
A brief description of the nature of the business and the goods
<. to be sold
(d).Iﬁ'employed, the name and address of the employer, together with
", ~ecredentials establishing the exact relationship
f (e) The length of time for which the right to do business is desired
(£) The place where the goods or property proposed to be sold, or
orders taken for the sale thereof, are manufactured or produced,
i where such goods or products are located at the time said applia-
' tion is filed, and the proposed method of delivery
(g) A photograph of the applicant, taken within 60 days immediately
-~ prior to the date of the flllng of the application, which picture
shall be 2" x 2" showing the head and shoulders of the applicant
in a clear and distinguishing manner
(h) The fingerprints of the applicant and the names of at least two
reliable property owners of the County of Hillsdale, Michigan who
will certify as to the applicant's good character and business
respectability, or, in lieu of the names of references, such other
available evidence as to the good character and business responsi-
bility of the applicant as will enable an investigator to properly
evaluate such character and business responsibility

(1) A statement as to whether or not the applicant has been conviected
of any crime,misdemeanor, or violation of any municipal ordinance,
the nature of the offence, and the punishment or penalty assessed
therefor; and



(2)

(J) A statement by a reputable physician of the Village of Camden,
dated not more than ten (lO? days prior to submission of the
application, certifying the applicant to be free of contagious,
infectious, or communicable disease,

At the time of filing the application, a fee of $5.00 shall be
paid to the Village Clerk to cover the cost of investigation of the facts
stated therein,

Section 4, Investigation and Issuance.
(a) Upon receipt of suc application, e original shall be referred to
to the Cheif of Police, who shall cause such investigation of the appli-
cant's business and moral character to be made as he deems necessary for

the protection of the public good.

(b) If as a result of such investigation, the applicant's charecter or
business responsibility is found to be unsatisfactory, the Chief of
Police shall endorse om such application ‘his disapproval and his reasons
for the same, and return the said application to the Village Clerk, who
shall notify the applicant that his application is disapproved and that
no permit and license will be issued,

-(e) If as a result of such investigation, the character and business
responsibility of the applicant are found to be satisfactory, the Chief
of Police shall endorse on the application his approval, execute a permit
addressed to the applicant for the carring on of the business applied for
and return said permit along with the application to the Village Clerk,
who shall, upon payment of the prescribed license fee, deliver to the
applicant his permit and issue a license. Such license shall contain

the signature and seal of the issuing officer and shall show the name,
address, and photograph of said licensee, the class of license issued and
the kind of goods to be sold thereunder, the amount of fee paid, the date
of issuance and the length of time the same shall be operative, as well
as the license number and other identifying description of any vehicle
used in such soliciting or cenvassing. The clerk shall keep a permanent
record of all licenses issued,

Section 5. Fees,

(a) The license fee which shall bé charged by the Village Clerk for such
license shall be $5.,00 per day, $25.00 per week, #75,00 per month, $900,00
per year,

(b) The annual fees herein provided shall be assessed on a calendar year
basis and on or after July first the amount of such fee for annual license
shall be one-half the amount stipuiaited above for the rewainder of the year

(¢) None of the license fees provided for by this ordinance shall be
applied as to occasion an undue burden upon interstate commerce. In any
case where a license fee is believed by a licensee or applicant for
license to place an undue burden upon such commerce, he may apply to the
Mayor (or insert name of official best suited to do this work for an
adjustment of the fee sc that it shall not be discriminatory, unreasonable,
or unfair as to such commerce., #Such application may be made before, at,
or within six months after payment of the prescribed license fee. The
“applicant shall, by affidav3§§mand supporting testimony, show his method
of business and the gross volWme or estimated gross volume of business and
such other information as thesﬂayor may deem necessary in order to deter—
mine the extent, if any, of such undue burden on such commerce. The Mayor

shall then conduct an investigation, comparing applicant's business with
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other businesses of like nature and shall make findings of fact from
which he shall determine whether the fee fined by this ordinance is
unfair, unreasonable or discriminatory as to app{icant's business and
shall fix as the license fee for the applicant, an amount that is fair,
reasonable and non-diseriminatory, or, if the fee has already been paid,
shall order a refund of che amount over and above the fee so fixed. 1In
fixing the fee to be charged, the Mayor shail have the power to base the
fee upon a percentage of gross sales, or any other method which will
assure that the fee assessed shall be uniform with theb-assessed on
businesses of like nature, s0 long as the amount assessed does not exceed
the fees as prescribed by Sectiom 5(a) of this ordinance. Should the
Mayor determine the gross sales measure of the fee to be the fair basis,
he may require the applicant to submit, either at the time of termination
of applicant's business in the Village of Camden or at the end of each
three month period, a sworn statement of the gross sales and pay the
amount of fee therefor, provided that no additional fee during any one
calendar year shall be required after the licensee shall have paid an
amount ' equal to the annual license as prescribed in Section 5(a) of this
ordinance, '

< Section 6. iﬁnd. Every applicant, not a resident of the Village
of.Camden, or who being a resident of the illlago of Camden, represents
& firm whose principal place of business is located outside the State of
,,/'lichigan shall file with the Village Clerk a surety bond, running to the
- © . Village the amount of $1,000, with surety acceptable to and approved
sz the Mayor, conditioned that the said applicant shall comply ly with

1 the provisions of the ordinances of the Village of Camden and the
atutes of the State of Michigan regulating and concerning the business
. of solicitor and guaranteeing to any citizem of the Village of Camden
,that all money paid as a down payment will be accounted for and applied
a :ding,tg(the representations of the solicitor and further guaranteeing
to anycitizen of the:Village”sf Camden doing business with said solicitor,
propeggz purchased will be delivered according to the representa-

o

said splicitor, ‘Action ‘on such bond may be brought in the name
> the usé‘a{ benefit of the aggrieved person.,
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Section 7}\ Badges. The Village Clerk shall issue to each
licensee at the time o elivery of his license is issued and the number
in" letters and figures easily discernible from a distance
of ten feet, uch badge shall, during the time such licensee is engaged
in soliciting, he worfh constantly by the licensee on the front of his
outer garment in\such & way as to be comspicuous,

Section 8, Exhib

bolicitors and Canvassers are .
required to exhibit Thel e' request of any citizen,

3 r Y ; 2
Section 9, Duty of Police td. Enforce. It shall be the duty of
an{ police officer o e e orf. eén to require any person seen
soliciting or canvassing, and who is not knewn by such officer to be duly
licensed, to produce his solicitor's or canvasser's license and to enforce
the provisions of this ordinangifagainst"any person found to be violating
the same, ; ‘X\ \ %

X
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Section 10. Records. Tﬁ%éﬁhief of Police shall report to the
Village Clerk all convictions for Wwiblation of this ordinance and the
Village Clerk shall maintain a record' for each license issued and record
the reports of violatiom therein, S .

DR -k
Section 11, Revocation of Licenge. IR
(a) Permits and licenses issusd under thg‘ rovisions {f this ordinance

\
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may be revoked by the Mayor of the Village of Camden after notice and
kearing, for any of the following causes:

1, Fraud, misrepresentation, or false statement contained in the
application for license,

2., Fraud, misrepresentation or false statement in the course of
carring on his business as solicitor or as canvasser.,

3. Any violatiom of this ordinance.

4, Conviction of any crime or misdemeanor involving moral turpitudes

5 Conducting the business of soliciting, or of canvassing, in an
unlawful manner or in such a manner as to constitute a breach of
the peace or to constitute a menace to the health, safety, or
general welfare of the public.

(b) Notice of the hearing for revocation of a license shall be given in ‘
writing, setting forth specifically the grounds of complaint and the time
and place of hearing., Such notice shall be mailed, postage prepaid, to the
licensee at his last known address at least five (5) days prior to the date
set for hearing.

Section 12, Appeal, Any person aggrieved by the action of the
Chief of Police or the Tage Clerk in the denial of a permit or license
as provided in Section 4 of this ordinance, or the action of the Mayor in
the assessing of the fee as provided in Section 5(¢) of this ordinance |
shall have the right of appeal to the Council of the Village of Camden. }
Such appeal shall be taken by filing with the Council, within fourteen (14) |
days after notice of the action complained of has been mailed to such
person's last known address, a written statement setting forth fully the
grounds for the appeal. The Council shall set a time and place for a |
hearing on such appeal and notice of such hearing shall be given to the *1&

appellant in the same manner as provided in Sectiom 11 of this ordinance
for notice of hearing on revocation. The decision and order of the Council
on such appeal shall be final and conclusive.

Section 153, E%giration of License, All annual licenses issued
under the provisions o s or ance s 1 expire on the 31lst of December
in the year when issued. Other than annual licenses shall expire on the
date specified in the license.

Section 14, Penalty. Any person violating any of the provisions
of this ordinance shall, upon conviction thereof be punished by a fine not

to exceed one hundred dollars ($100,00) or by imprisonment not to exceed
60 days or both such fine and imprisonment.

Section 15, Severance Clause, The provisions of this ordinance {
- are declared to be severable and ir any section, sentence, clause, or
phrase of this ordinance shall for any reason be held to be invalid or
unconstitutional, such dicision shall not affect the validity of the
remaining sections, sentences, clauses and phrases of this ordinance but
they shall remain in effect, it being the legislative intent that this
ordinance shall stand notwithstanding the invalidity of any part.

Section 16, Repeal of Conflicting Ordinances. All ordinances or
parts of ordinances inconsistent with the provisions of this ordinance,
be and the same are hereby repealed.

Section 17. Effective Date. This ordinance shall take effect
from and after its passage and publication as provided by law,

Made and passed by the Council of the Village of Camden, Michigan,
at a regular meeting held on the 9th day of November 1965,



